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he scatters ambiguous expressions among the vulgar; for
he cries havock, without reserve, and endeavours to let
slip the dogs of foreign or of civil war, ignorant whither
they are going, and careless what may be their prey.

Junius has sometimes made his satire felt, but let not
injudicious admiration mistake the venom of the shaft for
the vigour of the bow. He has sometimes sported with
lucky malice; but to him that knows his company, it is
not hard to be sarcastick in a mask. While he walks, like
Jack the giant-killer, in a coat of darkness, he may do
much mischief with little strength. Novelty captivates
the superficial and thoughtless; vehemence delights the
discontented and turbulent. He that contradicts acknow-
ledged truth will always have an audience; he that vilifies
established authority will always find abettors.

Junius burst into notice with a blaze of impudence which
has rarely glared upon the world before, and drew the
rabble after him, as a monster makes a show. When he
had once provided for his safety, by impenetrable secrecy,
he had nothing to combat but truth and justice, enemies
whom he knows to be feeble in the dark. Being then at
liberty to indulge himself in all the immunities of invisi-
bility ; out of the reach of danger, he has been bold; out
of the reach of shame, he has been confident. As a rhe-
torician, he has had the art of persuading, when he se-
conded desire; as a reasoner, he has convinced those who
had no doubt before; as a moralist, he has taught, that
virtue may disgrace; and, as a patriot, he has gratified
the mean by insults on the high. Finding sedition as-
cendant, he has been able to advance it; finding the na-
tion combustible, he has been able to inflame it. Let us
abstract from his wit the vivacity of insolence, and with-
draw from his efficacy the sympathetick favour of plebeian
malignity; I do not say that we shall leave him nothing;
the cause that I defend, scorns the help of falsehood; but
if we leave him only his merit, what will be his praise?

It is not by his liveliness of imagery, his pungency of
periods, or his fertility of allusion, that he detains the cits